
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHITE LAKE TOWNSHIP 
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 

Regular Virtual Meeting 
7525 Highland Road, White Lake, MI 48383 

August 12, 2020 @ 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Ms. Carlock called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll was 
called. 
 
ROLL CALL: Andrea Voorheis – Township Board Liaison 
  Rhonda Grubb – Planning Commission Liaison 
  CJ Bratta 

Kathleen Aseltyne 
Merrie Carlock, Chairperson 
Deb Deren, Vice Chair 
 

Absent:  None 
 

Also Present: Justin Quagliata, Staff Planner 
  Sherri Ward, Recording Secretary 
 
Visitors: 0 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Ms. Aseltyne moved to approve the agenda as presented.  Ms. Grubb supported and the MOTION 
CARRIED with a voice vote. (6 yes votes) 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 

a. July 8, 2020 
 
Ms. Grubb wanted to check the spelling of Steve Woodard’s name to make sure it was correct. 
 
Mr. Bratta moved to approve the minutes of July 8, 2020 as amended.  Ms. Aseltyne supported and the 
MOTION CARRIED with a voice vote. (6 yes votes) 
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PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
No public comments. 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

 
a. Stanley Park RFQ Review & Discussion 

Mr. Quagliata reported the goal tonight was to select which firms the Committee wanted to 
interview.  Staff would like all interviews in one night so we can have a meeting in two 
weeks.  He suggested time slots, and asked how long they should be.  20-30 minutes would 
work for the presentation and then time for questions.  Five firms responded to the RFQ.   
 
Ms. Carlock noted that two of the firms have done work for the DEQ in the past.  She would 
like a few more days to go through the other three.  Mr. Bratta liked Indian Springs designed 
by MKSK.  This seemed like a modern, natural landscape.  He liked McKenna and their time 
frame and their discussion of private and public grants.  Mr. Quagliata noted that McKenna 
has done a lot of work in the Township and they are the current planner.  Giffels Webster 
does our clear zoning ordinance, and helped with the master plan.  Ms. Carlock wondered 
about the ones that had the strongest public participation, it will be different this year with 
COVID.  How do we engage with the public?  Mr. Quagliata stated that hopefully we could 
kick off in fall, but we don’ know where we’ll be yet with COVID.  Mr. Bratta reported that  
McKenna can do an online format for public engagement if necessary.   
 
Ms. Aseltyne reported that she had time and went thru every proposal and did the pros and 
cons.  Her number one was McKenna.  Their presentation was very concise and she liked the 
timeline and their teams.  They had environmental water front planning.  Her number two is 
Giffels Webster, they have a very deep bench, emphasized recreation, worked on local 
projects, and one of their team members is an artist.  Her number three is Johnson Hill, 
number four is Beckett Raeder, and MKSK was number five.   Mr. Bratta liked the ones that 
were local better.  Ms. Grubb liked Giffels because they helped with the grant acquisition, 
and she likes McKenna as well.   Ms. Voorheis likes the deep bench, she liked Giffels and 
McKenna.  Mr. Bratta also wanted to note that Giffels has experience with Stanley park and 
this could be an advantage.  Ms. Deren agrees with McKenna and Giffels.   
 
Mr. Quagliata went through them and his top three are Giffels, McKenna and Johnson Hill.  
Ms. Carlock would turn to Mr. Quagliata to come up with a rating sheet for them along with 
some questions.      Ms. Carlock wanted to note that there is planning and then there is 
actually designing and building.  Ms. Carlock asked if this will be a virtual presentation?  Yes, 
Mr. Quagliata was told we’d be doing this on Zoom.  We need to get this to the Township by 
their September meeting and we anticipate 5 or 6 months to get master plan done.   
 
The first meeting will be August 26th at 6:00 to see presentations and have a Q&A.  There 
will be a 30 minute presentation and 15 minutes for Q & A.  Ms. Carlock thinks it is very 
important to have a scoring sheet.  Ms. Carlock would like to look at how we did it for 
Bloomer Park.  Ms. Aseltyne likes Mr. Bratta’s idea to think about it for a week.  We could 
look at Sept 1 at 7:00, and make it a 30 minute meeting to open bids and make the 
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selection.  Ms. Aseltyne asked if the public is invited to discuss.  They are, but only during 
the beginning or end of the meeting.  Mr. Bratta asked if we’ll get the scoring sheet prior to 
the meetings?  Mr. Quagliata will get it to the members within the next couple of days.  The 
four groups presenting will be:  Johnson Hill, Beckett & Raeder, McKenna, and Giffels 
Webster.  No formal motion is needed.  Ms. Carlock noted that all the proposals were very 
nice, and it was great to get five proposals.  Mr. Quagliata stated that we’ll be in good hands 
whichever one we choose. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

a. Staff Report 
Ms. Carlock asked how Mr. Quagliata liked the Township.  He liked it and stated the Planning 
Department was busy.  The tree trimming was almost done in Stanley Park.  The tree contractor 
thought the oak wilt season was long and wanted to make sure the season was over and pick the 
work up again in September.  The Township Board and the Civic Center Development Committee 
will have a joint meeting to see what has been discussed on the project so far.  The soccer goals 
were repainted at Hawley Park.   
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

a. Member Comments 
 
Mr. Bratta thanked Mr. Quagliata for letting the Committee know about the status of Hawley 
Park.  He visited Indian Springs and was impressed with that park.  He was looking forward to 
seeing the presentations on August 26th.  Mr. Bratta wanted to thank Ms. Aseltyne for taking 
copious notes.  Mr. Quagliata apologized for the short review time. 
 
Ms. Voorheis reported that Bloomer Park was used quite a bit.  The one good thing during this 
time was that the parks were being used.  Ms. Carlock asked if Ms. Voorheis would be the liaison 
again if reelected. Ms. Voorheis was not sure what the Supervisor woukd do but he may want her 
to remain. 
 
Ms. Deren is looking forward to the August 26th meeting. 

 
Ms. Grubb reported the Planning Commission granted final site plan approval for New Hope and 
it should be a beautiful facility.  The neighbors around the site were supportive of the project.  
Ms. Grubb was impressed with Justin and his enthusiasm for the meetings.  Mr. Quagliata has had 
a great experience so far, especially with Stanley Park and the Civic Center Development.   
 
Ms. Aseltyne had no comments. 

  
Adjournment: 
7:45 p.m. 
 

The next meetings are Wednesday, August 26, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 
& Tuesday, September 1st at 7:00 p.m. 

 


